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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Things to celebrate since our November Session Meeting.
No Snow
Approval of Covid - 19 vaccine
Celebration of Lights in Winneconne.
Friends & blessings we have.
New grandson coming.
Our December Session meeting had many items on the agenda to
approve or discuss. We approved Rose McCurdy’s 2021 wage of
$39,838.54 and Housing allowance of $19,500.00. This is an increase
of $353.90 over 2020 income.
Approved GuideOne Insurance Company policy in the amount of
$8562.00 for insurance coverage for 2021.
Approved stafﬁng Thrift & Gift the 4th Saturday of each month during
2021.
Jack Wirch issued draft copy of 2021 Shared Ministry Plan to be
approved at our January Session meeting prior to January
congregational meeting.
Approved Anna Malek and Annie Leonard for 3-year term on Deacons,
and Marilyn Paulson for 3-year term on Session. We still have a need
for another Session member.
Approved use of Church on March 19, 2021 for Lori Meyerhofer’s
wedding.
Approved hiring Charles Ingels to provide snow shoveling for 20202021 winter at the amount of $600.00 for the season.
Approved giving Rev. Rose McCurdy and the Worship Committee off
on Sunday Dec 27, 2020. Rev Rose will set up an alternative Zoom
service.
A special thank you to Jessica Harrison and Jack Wirch for their
outstanding service as they leave Session. They will be sorely missed.

Rev. Rosie's
Reﬂections
Perhaps no new year has been as anxiously anticipated as the upcoming ﬂip of the
calendar from 2020 to 2021. Our rational minds know that there is no real substantial
change from Dec. 31 of the present year to Jan. 1 of the next, but our hearts soar at the
prospect of leaving 2020 far behind us. This year has brought death and illness,
unemployment and homelessness, fear and separation, loss and distrust. Some of us
have suffered more than others this year. Some of us have suffered more than others
for a long time. We may be longing to go back to normal, but maybe normal isn’t going
to be good enough. Maybe 2020, for all its woes, can give us a chance for a social reset.
Maybe our society’s old normal can become a better new normal, one that leaves no
one behind. Inclusion and justice and equality for all are lofty goals, but we’ve had a lot
of time to dream this year. We’ve had time to reﬂect, and perhaps to ﬁnd constructive
ways to work for the well-being of our fellow humans and our ailing planet. We are, as
people of faith, called to love our neighbor, after all. So in the spirit of togetherness,
with the conviction that we all have a stake in a brighter, more intertwined future, I
offer a prayer for 2021.
Good and gracious God, We thank you for the wonder of life, for the opportunity to love and
serve you on this miraculous earth. We thank you for the gift of another year, and another
chance to do your will.
Help us to be mindful, in 2021:
That if we have enough to eat, others go hungry until we share our bounty.
That if we have a home, others are homeless until we build adequate shelters.
That if we are warmly clothed, others shiver with cold until we offer a helping hand.
That if we have a job, others are unemployed until we train or hire or mentor them.
That if we occupy positions of privilege, others are oppressed until we stand for justice and
equity.
That if our children enjoy safety and security, others are in danger until we protect them and
advocate for them.
That if we have health care, others suffer needlessly until we provide coverage for all.
That if our loved ones are living with us, other are lonely until we welcome and embrace
them.
That if we have recovered from illness or adversity or addiction, others still ﬁght their
demons until we hold them in prayer.
That if we have money in the bank, others go without until we are generous with our fortune.
That if we harbor hope for the future, others sink in despair until we offer a light for the path
ahead.
That if we just do our part, we will make a whole.
Help us, O God, to embody your boundless love and mercy in our daily lives. Rain your grace
upon us, and bless us in building a more compassionate society together. Amen.

Salutations for the New Year!
Submitted by : Annie Leonard

Winter is upon us in full force, starting with a beautiful light snowfall followed by some honest-togoodness cold “blizzardy” weather. Buckle up everybody! We can handle it.
And speaking of handling things, let’s be grateful for how well our church family is handling the unusual
(but becoming common) conditions we’re dealing with during COVID times. Yes, it is challenging, and
we are being asked to DO and to NOT DO many things that have wreaked havoc with our previous way
of life. Hmmm, does it bring to mind any times in which God asked His people to do or not do things
because He had a bigger plan? And they, not knowing, followed, trusting in Him.
What will help us now? Recently I heard an interview with an expert in helping people deal with
difﬁcult times in their lives. Something resonated with me. She said, “In conﬁnement imagination is our
ultimate freedom.” This has been in my heart and mind ever since. She also explained that Routines,
Rituals, and Boundaries are important for adults, but especially for children. The doctor being
interviewed elaborated on each of these, but each of us can take from the ideas whatever will help
most in our own life.
Inasmuch as we can establish routines (and they may be new and different ones!) and pay attention to
personal boundaries (not only physical ones, but emotional also), and plan some rituals (these may be
new as well), we can keep our mental health strong and positive.
Imagination is a word children are quite familiar with; we can capitalize on using ours in novel ways.
Gratitude is something we can practice every day. It’s surprising how much the practice of meditating
or contemplating gratitude can bring one to a place of honestly feeling more gratitude for ordinary,
overlooked things and people. It may seem odd to mention sacriﬁce alongside gratitude, but previous
generations can teach us how, while not fun initially, we do learn behaviors and ways to live that may
surprise us and give us conﬁdence in our own abilities to manage problems.
We have all experienced how when doing something to make another happy or more comfortable, we
ourselves feel a joy in the giving and doing! Let’s continue our “Radical Hospitality” with one another
and in our community.
Your deacons will be delivering your 2021 church offering envelopes in the next few days. Please be
sure to take that BLUE ENVELOPE in the front out right away and be sure to return it along with your
ﬁrst offering for 2021. Thank you from First Presbyterian, as this money is signiﬁcant for the
presbytery. You may not know that if we fail to send our per capita, our little church will be expected to
cover this because we are obliged to give the predetermined amount to the presbytery on our behalf.
That can be a burden on our ﬁnancial circumstances. So do it right away . . . Then you’re done! THANK
YOU!
If you know of anyone in our church family who has a need or is suffering in any way, PLEASE call or
contact one of your deacons. We need you to help us know how we can be supportive and helpful. Let’s
make 2021 a year of imagination, gratitude, and keep sharing God’s love and shining God’s light.
Your Deacon Team: Annie Leonard, Anna Malek, Peggy Thums, Lonna Norton, Dawn Schafer, Deb Bartelt

Mission & Outreach
Though many things have been cancelled through this year,
we have maintained our Mission giving. Let us continue to
show that giving spirit as we enter the New Year; A New
Year full of hope and wonderful possibilities! So far this
season our Christmas JOY Offering stands at $460.00. We
are still receiving offerings into the New Year and thank you
for that continued support!!
“May the God of hope ﬁll you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overﬂow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit” – Roman 15:13
Your Mission & Outreach Team – Char Alecos, Bette
Hoytink, Lorraine Papke, Marilyn Paulson & Barb Biggar

WAAC
NEEDS

At volutpat diam ut venenatis.
Sit amet mauris commodo quis
imperdiet. Senectus et netus et
malesuada fames ac turpis
egestas maecenas. A iaculis at
erat pellentesque adipiscing
commodo elit at imperdiet.

Cereal
Boxed Oatmeal
Baked Beans
Spam
Manwich
Pudding/Jello
Tomato Sauce
Chunky Soups
Bottled Juice
Shampoo
Feminine Products
Paper Towels
Dish Soap

the Shared
Ministry Fund

Shared Ministry Fund Financial Report for November 2020
November Income without Pass Through $12,006.44
November Expense without Pass Through $11,934.74
Gain or (loss) for the month
$71.70
Gain or (loss) year to date
$(-26,512.37)
Thrift and Gift for November
$591.64
Please continue to give as we navigate these troubled times.

We are still accepting your weekly offering envelopes.
You may mail your offering to church or donate online.
If you need help getting started, you may contact the
church ofﬁce or any Session member and we can walk
you through it. Our counters meet every two weeks to
make deposits so it may take a bit for your checks to get
cashed.

How to Give Online

Winnchurch.org
Click on the "Give Now" Button

FPC
Website

Visit our website often to get access to past
sermons, musical selections from the
Harmons, and stay up to date with our
church calendar. You can also ﬁnd the link
for online giving. www.WinnChurch.org
Online Giving -Click here to be taken
directly to the online giving page.
If you don't want to worship in person, you can go to
Facebook and participate in a "Watch Party." This
means you can watch the service online with our
members and friends all at the same time.
We continue to post pictures/videos/church
information here so "Like us" to get updates or
leave a review of our church to promote us.
www.facebook.com/FPCwinneconne

You

Connect with
ZOOM

YouTube gives you access to all of the videos we
have produced. Here you can ﬁnd past worship
services and musical selections from the
Harmons. www.youtube.com/FPCWinneconne

Our Bible study, book study, and meetings can be
accessed via ZOOM. Click the link to stay
connected.
Join Zoom
Meetinghttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/7602309142
6 Meeting ID: 760 2309 1426

January

THE OFFICIAL CALENDAR OF FPC

Be in the know
Sunday

Monday

3
9:00 Worship

4

Online on Facebook &
Youtube Channel

10
9:00 Worship
Online on Facebook &
Youtube Channel

Tuesday

5
Coffee with the

Wednesday

6
Weekly Email Update

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

22

23
10:00 - 2:00
Thrift & Gift

29

30

King 8:30 AM
via Zoom

11
5:15 Member Care

12
Coffee with the

6:15 Session

King 8:30 AM

13
Weekly Email Update

via Zoom

17
9:00 Worship
Online on Facebook &
Youtube Channel

18

24
9:00 Worship
Online on Facebook &
Youtube Channel

25

19
Coffee with the
King 8:30 AM
via Zoom

26
Coffee with the
King 8:30 AM via
Zoom

20
Weekly Email Update

27
Weekly Email Update

21

28

31
9:00 Worship
Online on Facebook &
Youtube Channel

Please Note: All meetings are assumed to be electronic until further notice

First Presbyterian Church
32 S. 3rd Ave.
Winneconne, WI 54986
Contact us at 920-706-0047

www.winnchurch.org

